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“Best party I have ever been to!” , “ It was like having a party in your own home.” These were two of the positive 
comments I heard at our ninth birthday and Valentine’s Day party on Saturday, February 17th, 2007. 
Over 60 people ate, danced and drummed for three hours on a snowy night at our new location. Special thanks to 
Annie Kopko, who made chocolate truff les, sowed Valentine table cloths and decorated the Center. Jean 
Balent’s delicious chocolate cakes were the best ones yet. Nicholas DePaul was our DJ and lighting guru. Fi-
nally, thanks to Lori Fithian for bringing her drums and shakers. The drumming was a perfect end to a perfect 
evening. 
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Attending: Sally Searls (chair), Dave Bell , Jan Starr, Vivian Sanders, Cathy DeLauter, Alex Penn, Fred Sauer 
(recording), Delyth Balmer.  
·  Good feedback from the QCC,  
·  lots of appreciation for the new Center and Dave. �
·  Dedication and Open House is scheduled for March 4th. Dave had invited several visiting speakers to make 

remarks. The board suggested that  the Interfaith ministers and trainees and Spiritual  Practitioners be part of 
the ceremony.�

·   We should have the Certificate of Occupancy in the next few weeks.� �
·  Vivian is working on the mural in the sanctuary.� �
·  David is considering pulpit exchange with Unity ministers in Travers City and East Lansing.�
·  Delyth Balmer, Cathy DeLatuer and David Winfree will be speakers for 2/27/07 service.� �
·  We will be scheduling volunteers to help with cleaning the center weekly.� �
·  We need a written policy for fundraising process.� �
·  Discussed new facili ty policy and potential changes, facili ty usage contract.� �
·  There will be a calendar on website for scheduling the facil ity and info flyers for any events at the Center� �
·  Subcommittee for recommending facility and wedding fees includes: Cathy, Sally, Annie, Jan, and Dave B.� �
·  Discuss the possibili ty of charging nonmembers for advertising in the Inspirer. Inspirer could move to bi-

monthly publication to permit for more depth and also save some expenses.� �
The next board meeting is March 11; the Annual meeting is March 18. 
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Dear Friends, 
 
 As we prepare for our                                                            
Dedication and Open House on the first Sunday in March, it gives us 
pause to review what we are actually dedicated to. The Center exists 
as a vehicle for the growth of individual and collective spiritual aware-
ness. We say that we are not religious and have no formal creed, as 
much to differentiate us from religion as to define and clarify what we 
are up to. We have never dictated what one should believe, nor have 
we felt constrained not to speak about what many of us do believe. We 
have felt that, like the twelve step programs, we should be a place of 
attraction rather than promotion and evangelism. We believe we have 
discovered universal spiritual principles that have the most basic of 
appeals, that is that THEY WORK! Never forget that we have always 
retained the possibil ity of changing our mind. It is simply not possible 
to state that one knows it all . Revelation is always possible and it takes 
many forms. Life is much more interesting when that is the basic 
premise. 
 If you have a different view, please take the time to articulate 
that view and send it to Heide for inclusion in subsequent issues of the 
Inspirer. Stay tuned as we grow in our understanding and experience 
of the presence of Spirit in all things. 
 We are now on the cusp of paying rent for our wonderful new 
space. It is important that the community continue its support of the 
work of the Center. The bill s come due regardless of how many seats 
are fill ed. Remember the words of one of my favorite teachers, Jim 
Rosemergy, “Even Mystics Have Bill s to Pay!”  
 

Many Blessings,  
 

' DYLG��

        Youthful Spirits 
We continue to use the Masters Curriculum for the younger children 
and the Spiritual Practices Curriculum for the older children. You can 
view these on www.scienceofmind.com. 
We are happy to report that we are now able to utili ze three different 
rooms for different age groups. We have some visions for equipment 
and toys, please check our wish list on the nursery room door. 
We are very thankful for all the great donations of outdoor toys, 
shelves, blackboards, etc. 
We can, on a continuing basis, always use donations of liquid glue 
and glue sticks and all colors of construction paper, magnet backing, 
markers, etc., and, for Easter: plastic eggs and candy to fill them. We 
need a few more pairs of scissors, a large rug for the nursery, a second 
CD player. Thanks for all of your support and we hope you enjoy the 
kids when they share with you what we did in class! 
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     One of the most amazing things to watch during 
the time of building our new Center was Tommie 
Parker.  Whatever you saw her doing (laying tiles, 
digging under the cement floor to make room for 
plumbing, using power tools, painting, and install -
ing baseboards, she looked like a professional.  She 
was intensely and quietly doing skill ed labor.       
     Last summer we piled all our garage sale items 
onto her large backyard, barely noticing that Tom-
mie was leading the way by doing most of the lift-
ing, rearranging and moving of merchandise herself 
and making sure all ran smoothly. On top of that, 
she takes care of our Interfaith Center library by 
ordering, inventorying and selling the various new 
and old books and tapes, checking out the Spiritual 
Cinema Circle DVD's, and generally helping people 
find what they are looking for.        
      For about a year, Tommie also hosted a 
Women’s Group, which ended when she moved to 
Dexter. She also hosted various workshops in her 
spacious living room.                                                      
       She also does inspiring readings contributing to 
our Interfaith services. When you meet Tommie, 
you're sure to feel her gentle spirit shining through 
that caring smile of hers and in her eyes that sparkle 
with kindness.  And when you see her quietly help-
ing others in her unassuming way, you just might 
think you're watching an angel.  And on the days 
when she's holding her beloved granddaughter on 
her lap during the Sunday service, it just might re-
mind you of the tender, loving heart of Life that 
watches over us all .  
      We don't want your loving kindness to go 
"unsung," Tommie -- Thank you for always being 
there and for all you do for Interfaith!  What else 
can we say but "Wow!" 



ONGOING FUNDRAISERS AND OTHER COOL STUFF 
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Ceili ng Tile Fundraiser 
 
Buy a ceil ing tile for a donation of $5.00 or 
more, and write your name and/or an aff irma-
tion on the inside of the ceiling tile. 
Buy a tile for yourself, your family and/or a 
loved one. 
For more information or to purchase a tile, see 
Sally. 

Used Books 
 

Empty out that dusty bookshelf and donate your gently used 
books to the Interfaith Center. We take the books to Books by 
Chance, a company that sells them on the internet. ICSG re-

ceives 50% or more of the selli ng price. Questions?  
Call Sally at 734-482-1897. 

Grocery Cards 
 

Support ICSG by purchasing your own groceries! Purchase 
cards for Busch’s, Kroger, Whole Foods and People’s Food   
Co-op. Use the cards when you buy your groceries, and ICSG 
gets 5% of whatever you spend. See Craig Harvey after the  
Sunday service or contact Craig at 734-971-8576 for more     
information. 

 
Upcoming Highlight: 

Dedication and Open House for the Interfaith Center of Spiritual 
Growth, at 10:45 on Sunday, March 4, 2007. Join us for the Sun-
day Service Dedication of our new spiritual home. The program 
will i nclude several speakers and special music. 
After the service there will be a buffet luncheon and Open House. 

Grocery cards statistics, submitted by Craig 
Harvey: 
In 2006 we sold $6030 worth of grocery cards:  
  WF:     $4675 
  Kroger:  $220 
  Busch's:  $55 
  PFC:    $1080 
  --------------- 
  Total:  $6030  
5% net "profit" = $301.50 from initial card sales 
plus  payments from Kroger & Busch's for 5% 
of card refill s: 
Kroger  $273.25 1 payout 9/10/2006 (Kroger 
pays only when some threshold is reached.) 
Busch's $570.12 Jan - Dec.  (Busch's pays us 
every month) 
This adds up to a net "profit" to the building 
fund for 2006 of:   $1144.87  
Judy Bell’s comment: "Not bad, for just buying 
groceries, we'd buy anyway."  
�
�
�
�
�
�
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Funny typo error from someone else’s church 
newsletter: 
 
/DGLHV��GRQ
W�IRUJHW�WKH�UXPPDJH�
VDOH��,W
V�D�FKDQFH�WR�JHW�ULG�RI�WKRVH�
WKLQJV�QRW�ZRUWK�NHHSLQJ�DURXQG�WKH�
KRXVH�� %ULQJ�\RXU�KXVEDQGV�  

The predominant theme from the 22 attendees at the QCC on February 4, 2007 
was that of gratitude for our new space and expressions of appreciation for all 
those who participated in the work of the past several months.�
 



The Prosperity 
Group meets 
every Sunday 
after theservice. 
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� � � � � �
10 a.m. Prayer 
Ministry 
6:45 p.m. Haw-
kins Group 
7 p.m. Leader-
ship team 
Lance Clark 

� �
2 p.m. EFT 
8 p.m. ACIM 
(Joy) 

� �

�  Dedication 
Service�
Music: Laz   
and Helen         
Slomovits,  
Lori Fithian  
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� �
6:45 p.m. 
ACIM (Dave) 

� � � � � �
10 a.m. Prayer 
Ministry 
6:45 p.m. Haw-
kins Group�

� �
2 p.m. EFT 
8 p.m. ACIM 
(Joy)�

�� �

��� What We 
Will Attract�
Reader: Bob 
Hopkins 
Meditation: 
Delyth Balmer 
Music: Paul 
Winder (violin)�

�� �
6:45 p.m. 
ACIM (Dave)�

�� � �� �
7 p.m. Evening 
Service 

�� �
10 a.m. Prayer 
Ministry 
6:45 p.m. Haw-
kins Group 
7 p.m. Leader-
ship team�

�� �
2 p.m. EFT 
8 p.m. ACIM 
(Joy)�

��� �
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��� The Only 
True Happi-
ness�
Reader: Lee 
Sanders 
Meditation: 
Vivian Sanders 
Music: Lisa 
Warren (flute)�

�� �
6:45 p.m. 
ACIM (Dave)�

�� � �� � �� �
10 a.m. Prayer 
Ministry 
6:45 p.m. Haw-
kins Group�

�� �
2 p.m. EFT 
8 p.m. ACIM 
(Joy) 
Tommie 
Parker 

�� �
Brian Evely 

��� Perfect 
Love Casts Out 
Fear�
Reader: Esther 
Reil ly 
Meditation: 
Craig Harvey 
Music: Tom 
Voiles (sitar)�

�� �
6:45 p.m. 
ACIM (Dave)�

�� � �� �
7 p.m. Evening 
Service�

�� �
10 a.m. Prayer 
Ministry 
6:45 p.m. Haw-
kins Group�

�� �
2 p.m. EFT 
8 p.m. ACIM 
(Joy)�

�� �
Pam Nitsos 

 March 2007 

Names in bold/
italic indicate a 
birthday. 
Happy Birth-
day!! ! 

The Board 
meets on 
March 11 after 
the Celebration 
Service 

Newsletter 
submission 
deadline is 
March 18. 

The Prosperity 
Group meets 
every Sunday 
after the ser-
vice. 
Celebration 
Service Topic is 
in bold/italics 



Spiritual Groups 
You are welcome to visit or join any of these groups.  

A Course in Miracles        Dave B. 327-0270 
A Course in Miracles             Joy,  741-4976 
David Hawkins Group           Fred, 945-8275 
Prayer Ministry                 Dave B. 327-0270 
Prosperity Group                  Lorri, 646-6585 
EFT, self-help                        Fred, 945-8275 

                   INTERFAITH CALENDAR OF                                  
CELEBRATIONS  FOR MARCH 2007 
 
 

1            St. David of Wales                                                       Chr istian 
3            Magha Puja Day                                                            Buddhist 
4-5        Purim                                                                Jewish 
4           Holi                                                                                     Hindu 
             Hola Maholla                                                                         Sikh 
13         Birthday of L. Ron Hubbard                                      Scientology 
17         St. Patrick’s Day                                                            Chr istian 
19         New Year                                                                            Hindu            
19-27    Ramayana                                                                           Hindu   
20          Mawlid an Nabi                                                                  Islam 
21          Norouz (New Year)                                   Persian/Zoroastr ian 
              Naw Ruz (New Year)                                                      Baha'I  
              Ostara                          Wicca/Neo Pagan northern hemisphere 
              Mabon                        Wicca/Neo Pagan  southern hemisphere 
25          Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary                   Chr istian 
              Passion Sunday                                                            Chr istian 
26          Khordad Sal (Birth of Prophet Zaranhushtra)         Zoroastr ian 
27          Ramanavami                                                                     Hindu 
31          Mawlid an Nabi                 Islam 
              Lazarus Saturday                Or thodox Chr istian 

 
 

For definitions go to  
www.interfaithcalendar.org/2007.htm 

 
 

  
 

Love ghost stories? Be sure to check out my new book 
“The Search For The Milli on$$$ Ghost,” now available 
on amazon.com, or order your signed copy from me! 
10% of my royalties will go to Interfaith. 
www.milli ondollarghost.homestead.com 
Ghostie greetings from Heide! 

INTERFAITH ROUNDTABLE  
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 THE INTERFAITH ROUND TABLE, thanks 
to the University Musical Society, is selling tickets to 
THE CANADIAN BRASS concert on Saturday, 8:00 
p.m., March 24, 2007, at Hill Auditorium.  The 
world's most famous brass quintet bound on stage in 
their traditional tuxedos and tennis shoes, launching 
into a program that encompasses everything from 
Bach and Wagner to Sousa and Ellington. This year's 
concert will be a special tribute to the composer and 
arranger Luther Henderson who died in 2003. Hender-
son arranged more than 100 tunes for the Canadian 
Brass. Ticket prices: $42, $36, $23.  For more infor-
mation, call Rev. George Lambrides at 734-424-1535 
or email gbrides@umich.edu.�  
 The Interfaith Round Table of Washtenaw 
County will hold another evening forum on the  inter-
section of science and religion on the topic, “The Pain 
and the Joy of Genomics:  Can we see humans as both 
scientific and spiritual?” Wednesday, March 14, from 
7:00 to 8:30 p.m., at the Ann Arbor Public Library, 
343 S. Fifth Avenue. Dr. Sharon Kardia, co-director of 
U of M’s Life Sciences & Society Program, will speak 
using case studies and practical examples.  Four repre-
sentatives (Muslim, Catholic, Buddhist and Interfaith) 
will t hen hold a dialogue with Dr. Kardia, followed by 
group discussion with attendees.    For more informa-
tion, contact Rev. George Lambrides at 424-1535 
gbrides@umich.edu.                                               
David Bell will be on the panel for this event. 
 The Interfaith Round Table of Washtenaw 
County will hold an Evening Forum on Thursday,    
October 20th, on the topic "End of Life Decision-
making, for Self and Loved Ones.”  Four chaplains 
from different backgrounds wil l talk about their ex-
periences and insights:  Rev. Tom Burdette, U of M 
Hospital, Rev. Diane Smith, Arbor Hospice, Rev. Beth 
Foster, Chelsea Retirement Community and Rabbi 
Sarah O’Donnell Adler, chaplain.  There will be am-
ple time for discussion.  7:00 p.m at Beth Israel Con-
gregation, 2010 Washtenaw, Ann Arbor.  All are wel-
come.  For more information, contact Rev. George 
Lambrides at 424-1535 or email him at 
gbrides@umich.edu. What does it mean to be a board member? 

"Being on the Board has been rewarding, fun, challenging, growth-
inspiring, and well worth the effort.  After two years of meeting together, 
I feel a deeper connection and an admiration for the members of this 
small, but highly motivated and sincere group of fellow Interfaith seek-
ers.  My love for the entire Interfaith family has grown, as well .  I wel-
come the new Board members with this:  "Enjoy!  It's a great way to in-
vest your heart and soul." 
Vivian Sanders�



March 17, popularly known as St. Patrick’s Day, is believed to be his death date 
(according to the Encyclopedia Britannica) and is the date celebrated as his feast day. 
The day became a feast day in the universal church due to the influence of the Water-
ford born, Franciscan scholar, Luke Wedding, as a member of the commission for the 
reform of the Breviary, in the early part of the 17th century. 
For most of Christianity's first thousand years, canonisations were done on the dioce-
san or regional level. Relatively soon after the death of people considered to be very 
holy people, the local Church affirmed that they could be li turgicall y celebrated as 
saints. As a result, St. Patrick has never been formally canonized by a Pope, but he is 
still widely venerated in Ireland and elsewhere today. 
St. Patrick is also venerated in the Orthodox Church, especially among English-
speaking Orthodox Christians living in the United Kingdom and Ireland and in North 
America. There are even Orthodox icons dedicated to him. 
Pious legend credits Patrick with banishing snakes from the island, though post-glacial 
Ireland never actually had snakes; one suggestion is that snakes referred to the serpent-
symbolism of the Druids of that time and place, as shown for instance on coins minted 
in Gaul (see Carnutes), or that it could have referred to beliefs such as Pelagianism, 
symbolized as “serpents” . Legend also credits Patrick with teaching the Irish about the 
concept of the Trinity by showing people the shamrock, a 3-leaved clover, using it to 
highlight the Christian belief of 'three divine persons in the one God' (as opposed to 
the Arian belief that was popular in Patrick's time). Whether or not these legends are 
true, the very fact that there are so many legends about Patrick shows how important 
his ministry was to Ireland. Some Irish legends involve the Olli piest the Caoranach, 
and the Copog Phadraig.   

The 12th century work  Acallam na Senorach  tells of Patrick being met by two ancient warriors, Cailte mac 
Ronain and Oisin , during his evangelical travels. The two were once members of Fionn mac Cumhail’s warrior 
band the Fianna and somehow survived to Patrick's time. They travel with the saint and tell him their stories.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Patrick#Patrick_in_legend  
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There are 3 vacancies for the board member election at the 
Annual Meeting on March 18. We use a self-nominating proc-
ess; interested persons should submit a letter of interest by 
March 11 to Dave Bell .    
For more information contact a member of the nominations 
committee, which consists of Dave Bell , Sally Searls and De-
lyth Balmer, or any current board member.  
Purpose of the Board of Trustees (from the by-laws): 
The Board of Trustees shall have the responsibili ty for the 
affairs of the center. The Board represents the membership 
and has, as it primary function, the creation, and maintaining 
of a vision that fulfil ls the mission statement. The Board shall 
function as a policy making body with a view toward monitor-
ing results as they relate to achieving the mission.  
 
 
�
 
 

E-News anyone? 
Printing and mail ing the newsletter every 
month can add up quite a bit. 
If you have not considered receiving the 
newsletter by email instead of snail mail , 
please think about it. 
Here are some great advantages of an email 
newsletter: 
·  you can see the photos in color 

·  you can zoom in on text for easier  
       reading 
·  you can easily print the newsletter if  
       you would prefer to have a paper    
       product in your hands 
·  links for references and email  
       addresses are clickable  
Please email Heide at                              
mommyk@tc3net.com with “ Interfaith” in 
the subject line (to bypass the spam filter) or 
contact her at the Center.  
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STAFF 
David Bell , Minister                
Laura Massaro, Music Director        
Heide Kaminski & Kell ie Gregg, 
Youth Education Directors                   
 NEWSLETTER/WEBSTAFF           
Heide Kaminski, editor-in-chief 
photographer/lay-out                     
Esther Reilly, assistant editor and 
proofreader                                     
Steve Lyskawa, webmaster 
Nicholas DePaul printer 
NEWSLETTER ADDRESS              
Heide AW Kaminski                        
301 S. Pearl St.                                 
Tecumseh, MI 49286                        
mommyk@tc3net.com  
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Cathy Delauter, member                            
cdelauter@yahoo.com                               
Craig Harvey, member                               
harvey@ic.net                                             
Alex Penn, member                                   
Alexpenn@mac.com                                 
Vivian Sanders, Member          
vivsanders42@yahoo.com                           
Fred Sauer, Member                    
fsauer@gmx.net                                          
Sally Searls, Chair                                 
SESearls@digirealm.com   
Jan Starr 
starr@aaps.k12.mi.us                                    
You are encouraged to contact a member of 
the Board whenever you have praise, sug-
gestion, or a concern!   
 

Randy, Esther, Heide and Steve  
 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS 
We are ready for YOUR contribution! 
Most of the contents of the Interfaith Inspirer and the 
online eInspirer come from our Interfaith  commu-
nity. This is where you can feel free to contribute 
prayers, poems, your interview,  upcoming events, 
your spiritual experience, a CD, book or movie re-
view, quotes, jokes, or even a classified ad. Remem-
bering your birthday is important, too, so be sure we 
know that date. 
Send your gift of sharing to Heide: call  
517-423-9361,  email mommyk@tc3net.com, hand it 
to her at the Center, or mail it to the newsletter ad-
dress.  
The second Sunday each month is the deadline for the 
following newsletter unless there are five Sundays. 
To receive the online newsletter, go to 
www.interfaithspirit.org and follow the link to the 
Interfaith eInspirer. 
Want to hear from us throughout the week?  
Receive or send email through  
Interfaith Yahoo by going to  
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/InterfaithSpirit/ 
Namaste from your newsletter team: Dave, Heide, 
Esther, Nicholas and Steve. 

Sunday Celebration Services 
are held at 10:45 a.m. at 

704 Airport Blvd. 
Off S. State Street near I94 
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Spiritual seekers joining in commu-
nity to attract others of like mind, 

creating an   atmosphere and struc-
ture to foster and stimulate our indi-

vidual and   collective growth. 

What do you do at Interfaith? 
 I just listen. 
What was your original spiritual path?                                                                 
 It was to HELL. At least that is what all the 
good church people always told me. I was raised in 
the reorganized church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints. They believe in "works." A person has to earn 
their way into heaven. There is lots of talk of  "do 
better," "be better" "you’re no good" "God is angry 
and pissed off again."  We were all l ow life sinners 
who were no dam good and going to hell i f we didn't stop being who we are. It 
was very depressing and unhappy place. Every time I left there, I felt nothing but 
guilt. I did try for years to "do better," but I could never DO good enough. I never 
could believe God was angry and hateful, WHY? So I left that about 10 years 
ago.  
What is your spiritual path now?                             
 I li ke were I am at. That God is not angry at all , He is only love and all 
people are good and doing the best they can for were they are at. I think perfec-
tion is just BEING who I am, and to stop trying to be God. In my other life I 
could not be me, but I had to be like God...I am not God, I just wanted to be me. 
It’s that simple.              
What are your favorite spiritual books or materials?    
 I li ke A Course in Miracles a lot. I really like Eckhart Tolle, Wayne 
Dyer, and I am sure I will find more.                                                                 
Do you meditate?                 
 Yes, but it is something that I am new at, and I have more to learn.�  
Who are your heroes, masters, favorite authors, gurus, spiritual ideas?         
 Jesus is my hero.�                      
What brings you the most satisfaction spiritually?     
 When I can be present, I JUST LOVE TO BE OUT OF MY MIND. I 
say thank you now when someone tells me that I am out of my mind.�            
What gives you satisfaction at Interfaith?        
 Just showing up.�              
What are you celebrating right now?    
 Not sure.� �

�
 

�



Interfaith Center for Spiritual Growth 
2 Eastbury Court, Ann Arbor, MI 48105 
734-327-0270, dave@interfaithspirit.org 

www.interfaithspirit.org 
Http://groups.yahoo.com/group/InterfaithSpirit/ 
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