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Report From Brazil 
Rev. David Bell 

 
 One of the most powerful healing spots on earth 
lies in the central part of Brazil in a beautiful, green and 
rolling countryside. The Casa de dom Ignacio de Loyola 
is in the slow paced rural town of Abadiania, in the State 
of Goias. The name represents the house of St. Ignatius 
of Loyola, the patron saint of the healing center. St. Igna-
tius was most well known as the founder of the Jesuit 
Order. The Casa is situated on a bedrock of quartz crystal 
which is said to be supported by a vortex of high energy. 
The Casa is not associated with any religious organiza-
tion nor sect. All are welcome here, and no preaching 
occurs. The primary healer is a simple Brazilian man who 
was born in 1942. His name is Joao Teixeira de Faria. He 
is known around the world as John of God or Joao de 
Deus. Around the Casa, he is referred to as medium Joao. 
 Joao is a highly evolved medium. When the 
work is being done, Joao's soul leaves his body in what 
can only be described as a volcanic release. There is sub-
stantial shaking and twisting of his cellular structure as 
the exchange of energy takes place. A non-physical entity 
then immediately takes control of his body and becomes, 
literally, the healer. There are known to be some thirty-
three entities who incorporate in Joao's body from time to 
time. Some of the more recognizable names are St. Igna-
tius, King Solomon and from the medical ranks, Dr. Au-
gusto de Almeida, Dr. Oswaldo Cruz, and Dr. Jose' Val-
divino. Joao maintains that he has never healed anyone, 
rather that God has done the healing. The actual healing 
is accomplished through the love and care of the entities, 
God's emissaries of healing. There are actually many 
thousands of entities who act as God's emissaries without 
actually incorporating in Joao's body. While Joao is “in 
entity” in one part of the Casa, the invisible surgeries are 
being performed by multiple entities in another part. The 
entities are, of course, non-physical so they are not con-

strained by time and space. This means that they may do 
their work any place and any time. It is believed that the 
entities start evaluating and working as soon as one 
makes the decision to visit the Casa. 
 It is estimated that some nine million people 
have been seen by Joao in this the fourth decade of his 
career. If he were a charlatan, he would surely have been 
exposed long before now. There are simply amazing 
healings that have taken place. The blind have seen, the 
deaf have heard, the paralyzed have walked, AIDS has 
been cured, stage four cancers have disappeared, and 
quite literally, the dead have been raised. If you would 
like to read the details of some of these healings, I recom-
mend  the book, “John of God” by Heather Cumming and 
Karen Leffler. 
 Between 500 and 2000 people are seen each day 
at the Casa. The potential for chaos is great and yet there 
seems to be a peace and tranquility that makes everything 
work. Many volunteers and staff support the work of 
Joao and the entities. There are mediums who sit in the 
current room as well as meditators whose energy sup-
ports the work of the entities. The entities have asked 
those who appear before them to wear white clothing. 
This is to help them “read the auras” of those before 
them. It is quite an experience to see hundreds of people 
dressed in white. The people file though the current room 
in a single file as they wait to see the entity, actually Joao 
“in entity.” They may then be directed to sit in the cur-
rent, obtain herbal remedies, have a crystal bath, visit the 
waterfall or have surgery, or a combination of some or all 
of them. The choice is up to the entity and is based on the 
specific needs of the person before them. In the case of 
surgery, all of the anesthesia is spiritual. Spiritual is not 
imaginary or ineffective. I have seen amazing things 
done with just spiritual anesthesia. It is part of the discon-
nect one experiences between this spiritual hospital and a 
western version such as U of M. 
Continued on page seven 

BIRTHDAY BASH! 
You are invited to Celebrate our 11th 
Birthday! 
Saturday, February 14 
6:00 pm – 9:00 pm 
at the Interfaith Center 
704 Airport Blvd, Ann Arbor,  
Mi 48108 
Italian Buffet catered by Olive Gar-
den 

Chocolate Fountain 
Birthday Cake 
Family Line/Contra Dancing 
By Carol Jacobs and the Golden Grif-
fon 
Tickets are $10 donation per adult, 
kids are free, scholarships are avail-
able. 
Please RSVP Jan at 734-417-8524  or 
Sally at 734-482-1897 
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By Dave Bell 




 
 
 
 
 
 Friends. 
 
     The theme of this missive can only be my recent adventure in Bra-
zil. The article elsewhere in this issue sets forth some of the details. 
What I want to say here, is more of an internal view and report. I think 
I have a deeper understanding of the term “ineffable.” Words do not 
really do justice to what I experienced. But I'll try anyway. At a very 
deep level, love is what we are. Most of us do not get there. We search 
for love, hope for it, sometimes even bargain for it. In my meditation 
in the current room, I was literally transported, as though with a loving 
angelic tour guide, to the depths of my soul where I discovered that 
love is what I truly am. I experienced the opportunity to express love, 
to extend love and to only remember my loving thoughts. It was a very 
powerful experience, one that brought me to tears. The tears were 
tears of joy, remembrance and relief. Joy that I had discovered my true 
essence, remembrance that I had always been thus and would always 
be so, and relief that moments when I had lost track of my true self 
were forgiven. It was an enormous gift. It was a direct result of being 
in such a high energy place, and the loving assistance of the entities, 
as they responded to my expression of intention.  There is much to be 
learned from the entities as we expand our own consciousness and 
grower closer to the Divine state of perfection. 
     This trip has to rank right up there with my all time great experi-
ences. It was truly heart expanding and worth every penny. If you 
have an opportunity to make this trip, I whole heartedly recommend it. 
I hope to be going back myself. We might even get a group together. 
Sounds like fun. 
     Hats off and kudos to Delyth for completion of her journey to ordi-
nation. We look forward to her continued contributions to our collec-
tive consciousness. We will be hosting an ordination service in the 
near future to celebrate her achievements. 
     See you at the gala 11th birthday bash on February 14th. What a 
great day to celebrate the founding of our heart centered organization. 
Can you believe that it has been eleven years? It does seem like a mil-
lion years ago, though, when we were meeting in Allen School and 
setting up and tearing down each week. It has been a long and yet 
fruitful journey. Lets celebrate! Blessings,                       
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           Welcome Angela Wyse and Sue Booker as our new 
staff members in charge of the nursery! Our January theme 
was Community. We included the world as a larger com-
munity and, of course, the celebrations of Martin Luther 
King’s birthday and Obama’s inauguration. Susan Major 
was a guest introducing EFT (Emotional Freedom Tech-
nique) during one class. Thank you, Susan! 

     In February our theme will be Love and we will continue to discuss 
peace as it is a great part of loving your neighbors. 
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     Lisa Smith is our latest Community Member 
of the Month.  

     We enjoy Lisa and her  family. We adoringly 
watch her daughter Elizabeth’s every move and 
her husband Jeff’s perpetual kind smile. We 
honor both, Lisa and Jeff, for their loving parent-
ing of Elizabeth.  

     Yep, those wonderful healthy treats we gobble 
up after Interfaith services are home-made by 
Lisa.  So delicious! Lisa said that she prepares 
these treats as a way to give love to our commu-
nity.  

     As part of our community outreach program 
for Thanksgiving and Christmas, Lisa solicited us 
to bring food for the poor. With the help of Paul 
and Joyce,  she coordinated the delivery of fifty 
bags of food to Food Gatherers. We are sure those 
who were fed thank everyone who donated food 
and especially Lisa!  

     Lisa is a very special, spiritual and thoughtful 
person.  Always kind and smiling, Lisa has 
helped many people explore their spiritual and 
professional paths. Lisa is not afraid to speak up 
if she has an idea and we appreciate her insightful 
comments after sermons. We are proud to honor 
Lisa! 

     Thank you, Lisa, for all you are and all that 
you do! We love you, Lisa! 

 



Spiritual Groups 
 

A Course in Miracles (Mon)     Dave B.      (734) 327-0270 
Meditation Service (Wed)         Annie K.    (734) 439-7992     
Prayer Ministry  (Thur)             Dave B.      (734) 327-0270  
Higher Consciousness (Thur)    Dave W.    (734) 353-0906 
  
 You are welcome to visit or join any of these groups.      
 

FUND-RAISERS 
     Use grocery cards at Krogers, Busch’s, People’s Food Co-op or Whole Foods, and 
the Center receives 5% of each sale. Purchase your cards from Craig Harvey at the Cen-
ter on Sundays. For  more information call Craig at 734-971-8576.  
If you tithe from sales from your business or cottage industry, please let Sally know, so 
you receive recognition in the Interfaith Inspirer.  

Mark your calendars! 
 

CAFE 704 CONCERT  
SERIES: 

Saturdays, 8:00-10:30 p.m. 
 

Feb. 6 
6 Foot Poles 

 
March 

Bill Bynum 
 

April 
Rise Again 

 
March 

Sari Brown 
 

*****  
 

WORKSHOPS 
 

Lessons In Truth 
Rev. Cathy DeLauter 

Tuesdays, through Feb. 24 
7-9 p.m. 

Love offering (suggested donation: 
$35)  

 
***** 

 
PEACE  

GENERATOR 
Friday, February 20 

7-9 p.m.  
 

Lessons in Truth continues through Feb. 24 
“Lessons In Truth,” facilitator: Rev. Cathy DeLauter 

Tuesdays, 7-9 p.m. at the Interfaith Center. 
You may browse this book free at www.absolute1.net/cadyen.html   
 
     For more information, please contact Rev. Cathy DeLauter (734) 994-8847 or email 
cdelauter@yahoo.com 

Dinner For Eight 
����� If you want to be a host or hostess, it's like having your dinner catered. You provide 
your home and dinnerware and everyone else signs up for the entree, appetizer, salad, 
bread/butter, beverage, vegetables or dessert. At least one dinner will be for singles, the 
others usually for everybody else. This is a great way, especially if you are new, to get to 
be with Interfaith people on a casual, intimate level and to have FUN! 
     Sign up sheets will be on the greeting table. Call Sue if you want to be a host or host-
ess, if you have any questions or if you want to sign up now. 
     Love and Light, Sue Booker734-480-0898 
     There will be no Dinner For Eight during the months of Feb. and March. 

Grocery Card Gratitude 
Submitted by Craig Harvey 

 
     Thank you for all that you eat!  All of 
you who have bought and used or refilled 
your cards and scrip for Busch's, Kroger, 
Whole Foods, Peoples' Food Co-op, and 
Arbor Farms deserve a big pat on the 
back, or better yet a big hug. We did great 
in 2008, and we're off to a fine 2009.  Our 
net "profit" from all this in 2008 was a 
whopping $1,649.69.  Almost $1,100 of 
that came from Kroger and Busch's shop-
pers refilling your cards at the store, while 
the rest came from you buying the cards & 
scrip at the Center from Craig or Paul.  
Since we get 5% of what you spend, that 
means you all bought about $33,000 worth 
of groceries in 2008.  And in case you've 
wondered, card sales for PFC, Arbor 
Farms, and Whole Foods were all substan-

tial:  PFC $3,075, Whole Foods $3,475, 
and Arbor Farms $4,000.  
Some Useful Details: 
When you buy the cards at the Center, you 
can use cash or check, made out to Inter-
faith Center for Spiritual Growth, or just 
ICSG.  
Kroger:  Buy $5 card at Center for $5.  
Refill it at store (customer service or at 
check-out) for as much as you want, as 
often as you want, using cash, check, 
credit or debit card.  
Busch's:  Buy $5 card at Center for $5.  
Refill it at store (customer service or at 
check-out) for as much as you want, as 
often as you want, using cash, check, or 
debit card.  Please do not refill it with a 
credit card, because then we get almost 
nothing.  
Whole Foods:  Buy $25 or $50 card(s) at 
Center.  When you use them up, buy more 

of them at the Center.  
Peoples Food Co-op:  Buy $25 or $50 
card(s) at Center.  When you use them up, 
buy more of them at the Center.  Note that 
PFC has a new better scanning system 
now, so cards should be more reliable 
AND you don't need to tell them how 
much is left on your card before swiping 
it.  
Arbor Farms:  Buy $20 scrip notes 
(paper) at Center.  When you use them up, 
buy more of them at the Center.  If you 
spend at least $15 of a note, you can get 
cash change for the unused portion.  I'm 
not sure what they do if you try to use less 
than $15 of a note.  
Hillers:  They offer a similar 5% program 
with refillable cards, so please let Craig or 
Paul know if you shop much at Hillers and 
would like us to start offering these cards.  
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The Celebration 
Service begins 
at 10:45 a.m. 

The topic of the 
service is in bold/
italic. 
R indicates  the 
reader 
M indicates the 
meditator 
MU indicates the 
musician. 

 
Board   

Meeting  is  
February 8 

The newsletter 
submission 
deadline is  

February 15 
 
 

Birthdays are 
indicated in 
bold/italic. 

Happy Birth-
day! 

 



Used Book Fund 
Raiser    

 
Books by Chance is  

accepting books again! 
 

     Thanks to your donations 
of books you no longer want, 
Interfaith Center for Spiritual 
Growth earns about $100 
every month.  This is a won-
derful fundraiser! All you 
have to do is bring your books 
to the Interfaith Center and 
Sally will deliver them to a 
local business, Books by 

Chance.  Books by Chance 
sorts, prices and sells the 
books over the Internet.  ICSG 
receives a percentage of the 
price at which each book sells.  
The books that are not worth 
selling (mainly paperback 
novels) are donated to local 
nonprofit agencies or recy-
cled. This is very “green,” as 
old books are kept out of the 
landfill.  You can go to 
www.booksbychance.com to 
read about this consignment- 
type of fund raiser.  Here are a 
few hints:  
 -Books by Chance prefers to 

go through your books to find 
what has good resale potential, 
so if in doubt, send it. 
-Non-fiction holds its value 
better than fiction, and texts 
being read by graduate stu-
dents for study are very sal-
able. 
-Minor damage and flaws 
such as a creased cover cor-
ner, missing dustcover, and a 
reasonable amount of notes 
and highlighting are totally 
acceptable. 
-Do not send any book that 
has any amount of moisture 
damage, mold, or unpleasant 

odor; books without covers, 
missing pages, or excessive 
notes and highlighting; 
Reader's digest condensed 
books; or encyclopedias. 
Questions?  Call Sally, eve-
nings, at 734-482-1897 
Note: Spiritual books will be 
donated 
to the 
ICSG 
book-
store.  

My Family 
By Carol Jacobs 
 
     I didn't visit my mother's 
house, nor did I speak to my 
brother Rob, for four years. 
      It had became increasingly 
more difficult for me to see 
my family. My brother, Rob,  
lived in my mother’s base-
ment.  He hadn't had a job in 
over 20 years, and was diag-
nosed with bipolar disorder, 
osteoporosis, hypertension, 
alcoholism ( he was dry, not 
recovered), and a myriad of 
other health disorders.  My 
brother Tom was a home-
owner, had a master's degree, 
and was financially self-
sufficient at the age of 41.  He 
also had no friends.  Every 
time I saw them, it  felt in-
creasingly like a taut rope that 
kept getting pulled tighter. 

That rope snapped Christmas 
Eve of 2004. 
     Tom and I were arguing 
when Rob came at me and 
pointed a fork at my stomach.  
I was starting to walk toward 
the door to leave when Rob 
ran after me and hit me in the 
forehead so hard it knocked 
my glasses off.  I ended up 
calling 9-1-1, standing in the 
snow in my house slippers, 
with no coat, no glasses.  I 
chose not to press charges but 
told my mother I would never 
step foot in her house again. 
     So for four years, I met my 
mother in restaurants when we 
wanted to see each other. 
On Thanksgiving Day of 
2008, Rob was admitted to 
critical care with severe 
pneumonia.  He had refused 
medical treatment and my 
mother had called EMS only 

after he had collapsed on the 
floor, unable to move.  He was 
unconscious when I arrived. I 
found out later that he had 
been given only a 50% chance 
of recovery.  I offered to do  
reiki on him. The next day he 
took the energy; I observed his 
vital signs improving on the 
monitors even as I worked on 
him.  After that, I began 
speaking to him and felt safe 
enough  to return to my 
mother's house.  
     Shortly after that, I re-
sumed attending Interfaith on 
a regular basis.  I had been 
doing work on myself through 
a support organization, and 
now I added a deeper spiritu-
ality to that work.  I started to 
let go of being the victim.  I 
began to see that we need to 
love people where they/re at. I 
began to understand that 

everything people do is either 
an act of love or a call for 
love.  I found that by changing 
me, I began to change what 
was surrounding me.  
     Just this past Christmas 
Eve, my mother was unable to 
walk and called EMS.  She 
was taken to emergency; the 
paramedics said it was proba-
bly her arthritis flaring up. 
Tom, saying that she would 
certainly be there for hours, 
suggested that we cook dinner. 
So Tom and I cooked dinner 
together in a coordinated ef-
fort, in harmony. 
Rob joined us when we ate.  
We spoke pleasantly and all 
was well.  A few hours later, 
my mother was released from 
emergency and Tom and I sat 
with her as she ate. 
Love had healed our family 

Love is always glad to make you gladder 
Love feels sad when it makes you sadder 
Love works best when you give it a big job to do 
Love loves you the most when you love love the most 
Love makes the big world little and the little world big. 
 
~ Woody Guthrie 
 
 

May peace break into your house and may thieves come to 
steal your debts. May the pockets of your jeans become a mag-
net of $100 bills. May love stick to your face like Vaseline and 
may laughter assault your lips! May your clothes smell of suc-
cess like smoking tires and may happiness slap you across the 
face and may your tears be that of joy. May the problems you 
had forget your home address! In simple words ... May 2009 
be the best year of your life!    ~ author unknown�



JOIN THE PRAYER MINISTRY 
 

Join us at 10 a.m. every Thursday at the Center for a 
few minutes or more to pray for those on our 

Interfaith prayer list. Start your day in a beautiful 
way, praying for others  

and maybe for yourself, too.  
No need to R.S.V.P - just join us! 

No Leadership Team Notes This Month 
 
 
     The Leadership Team meets the first and third 
Thursday of each month.  The purpose is to organize 
and support activities for the Interfaith Center for 
Spiritual Growth.  Community members  are encour-
aged to volunteer to help and are always welcome at 
Leadership Team meeting.  For more information 
call Sally at 734-482-1897. 

 

Highlights of the ICSG Jan. 11  Board Meeting  
Present; Al Carter, Joyce Jorgensen, Paul Jorgensen, Amy Gar-
ber, Delyth Balmer, Sally Searls, Kellie Love, Steve Lyskawa 
 

· Newsletter and bulletin formats were discussed. 
· The Holiday play and parties went well. 
· Three board positions are coming up for election: If interested 

please contact Dave Bell or Sally Searls.   
· We are looking into a DSL line, which would provide internet 

and phone at the center.  
· We now have a finance committee which will address budget 

priorities. 
· During 2008, it was noted that we received a lot of revenue 

from class offerings and other events.  Weekly offerings have 
actually gone down slightly.  

· Spiritual Guidance committee has developed a process for de-
termining which classes/programs will be sponsored by the cen-
ter.   

· Steve Lyskawa, webmaster, is in the process of updating the 
website so members will be able to download recordings on the 
events page.  The first ones to be posted will be the Jeshua 
workshop and the Christmas Eve service.  

· Youth Education has developed great plans for the upcoming 
year and has hired Angela Wyse, with Sue Booker as back up, 
to staff the nursery. 

. 
 
 
The next board meeting will be  Feb. 8, any community member is 

welcome to attend.� 
.  

Board Elections 
Do you visualize great things for the Center? 
We are now accepting letters of interest from anyone 
who would like to be considered for being on the 
board. There are three positions available. 
We will soon be nominating candidates to replace the 
board members whose terms end in April. 
For more information, talk to Dave Bell, Minister, 
or Sally Searls, Board Chair.  

Simple and Sweet 
 
1. I love you not because of who 
you are, but because of who I am 
when I am with you. 
2. No man or woman is worth 
your tears, and the one who is, 
won't make you cry. 
3. Just because someone doesn't 
love you the way you want them 
to, doesn't mean they don't love 
you with all they have. 
4. A true friend is someone who 
reaches for your hand & touches 
your heart.  
5. The worst way to miss some-
one is to be sitting right beside 
them, knowing you can' t have 
them. 
6. Never frown, even when you 
are sad, because you never know 
who is falling in love with your 
smile.  
7. To the world you may be one 
person, but to one person you 
may be the world. 
8. Don't waste your time on 

someone who isn't willing to 
waste their time on you. 
9. Maybe God wants us to meet 
a few wrong people before meet-
ing the right one, so that when 
we finally meet the person, we 
will know how to be grateful. 
10. Don't cry because it is over, 
smile because it happened. 
11. There are always going to be 
people that hurt you, so what 
you have to do is keep on trust-
ing and just be more careful 
about who you trust next time 
around. 
12. Make yourself a better per-
son and know who you are be-
fore you try to know someone 
else and expect them to know 
you. 
13. Don't try so hard; the best 
things come when you least ex-
pect them to. 
REMEMBER: WHATEVER 
HAPPENS, HAPPENS FOR A 
REASON. 
 

 
Dave Bell in Brazil 



Sunday Celebration Services 
are held at 10:45 a.m. at 

704 Airport Blvd., 
(off S. State Street) near I 94 

 

������������	�	���
Spiritual seekers joining in commu-
nity to attract others of like mind, 
creating an atmosphere and struc-

ture to foster and stimulate our indi-
vidual and collective growth. 

CONTRIBUTORS WANTED! 
     We would love to have your input in the 
newsletter: spiritual moments, movie/book re-
views, exciting announcements, poems, etc. 
We try to have the newsletter ready for final 
editing by the third Sunday of each month. 
Please send contributions to Heide at  
mommyk@tc3net.com with “Interfaith submis-
sion” in the subject line. If you do not mention 
Interfaith, your email might get kicked right into 
the recycle bin by my spam filter. 
     If you cannot email your contribution, you 
may give it to Heide on Sunday.  
To receive the online newsletter, go to 
http://lists.interfaithspirit.org/listinfo.cgi/
interfaithinspirer-interfaithinspirer.org  
to subscribe. 
     Want to hear from us throughout the week?  
Receive or send email through  
Interfaith Yahoo by going to  
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/InterfaithSpirit/ 
     Namaste from your newsletter team: Heide, Esther, 
Jan and Steve. 

������������������
Al Carter, member , cafe704@gmail.com    
Amy Garber, member, amybgarber@yahoo.com               
Joyce Jurgensen member, pookawoody@sbcglobal.net                                            
Paul Jurgensen, member, pookawoody@sbcglobal.net  
Kellie Love, recorder, kellie_gregg@hotmail.com                        
Steve Lyskawa, member, slyskawa@emailuser.net 
Sally Searls, chair, SEsearls@sbcglobal.net                                
 
     You are encouraged to contact a member of the 
Board whenever you have praise, a suggestion, or a 
concern!   

STAFF 
David Bell, Minister                
Laura Massaro, Music Director         
Heide Kaminski & Kellie Love, Youth Education 
Directors                   

NEWSLETTER/WEBSTAFF            
Heide Kaminski, Editor-in-Chief  
Esther Reilly and Deane Erts, Assistant Editors  
and Proofreaders                                      
Jan Hallberg and Steve Lyskawa, Webmasters 

NEWSLETTER ADDRESS               
Heide AW Kaminski                         
301 Maple St.  
Tecumseh, MI 49286                                            
 mommyk@tc3net.com  
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I like the service and the Monday night 
course A Course In Miracles group. 
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Unitarian. My dad attended Unity in East 
Detroit. 
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I embrace unity and interfaith ideals in 
my life as tools for personal growth and 
higher consciousness. 
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Only kind of. I sing and play guitar a lot 
which sort of works as meditation, I 
guess.����
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Sylvia Browne, Marianne Williamson, 
Melody Beattie are some favorite authors. 
Wayne Dyer and Depak Chopra are, also. 
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Feeling I’m with the right people. I have 
achieved a certain satisfaction. I am glad 
that I have found Interfaith. 
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I’m celebrating two new/used cars. Also, 
I recently adopted twin kittens. They are 
named Obama and Joe Biden. Right now 
I am celebrating inauguration week, of 
course!����

Continuation from page one: 
 
In addition to the main hall where the surgeries and the supporting  current rooms 
are located, the Casa has a sacred water fall, the crystal baths, and a pharmacy to 
support the healing of visitors. The water fall is located a kilometer west of the 
Casa, down a steep hill, in a secluded wooded glade. The healing waters are al-
lowed to wash over one's body from head to toe, refreshing, cleansing and heal-
ing both the emotions and the cells of the body. Specific permission of the entity 
is required before admittance. The crystal baths are a series of lights, projected 
through crystals onto the body, as one lies on a padded table. It supports healing 
by cleansing and energizing the chakra system. The pharmacy, located on the 
grounds, dispenses herbal remedies, prescribed by the entity, at cost. 
 A visit to the Casa involves a long and costly flight, expenses for room 
and board, and some jingle money for incidentals. However, of all the things I 
have experienced, trips I have taken, and transformations undertaken, this ranks 
right up there. Experiencing the absolute unconditional love of the entity is alone 
worth the price of admission. Some things would be better if one could converse 
in Portuguese. However, all things considered, this is a trip worth taking, and in 
my particular case, retaking. I will be returning! 



Interfaith Center for Spiritual Growth 
2 Eastbury Court, Ann Arbor, MI 48105 
734-327-0270, dave@interfaithspirit.org 

www.interfaithspirit.org 
Http://groups.yahoo.com/group/InterfaithSpirit/ 
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�� The Six-Foot Poles are a 
five-piece band that plays 
retro rock ‘n’ roll with a Mo-
town twist. They’ve been 
together for over 15 years 
consist of three brothers, 
Dave, Mark, and Mat Brzez-
inski (all over six feet tall); 
their "brother from another 

mother," Theo Smith; and the "five-foot pole," Joelene Piatt 
Brzezinski. Mat provides the driving backbeat as Dave, Mark, and 
Theo all trade off on guitar and bass duties. Theo adds keyboards 
to the mix and Joelene does the percussion. Vocal chores are 
shared by all, the majority being the harmonies of Mark and Theo 
and the powerful vocal stylings of Joelene. The Poles’ enthusiasm 
for classic and eclectic rock songs reflect their various influences, 
such as the Beatles, the Vogues, the Stones, the Smithereens, 
Smokey Robinson, the Doors, the Kinks, the Moody Blues. With 
Joelene as the featured vocalist, they expand their range to include 
Jefferson Airplane, Melissa Etheridge, Janis Joplin and beyond. 
This band will make you dance! To learn more about the Six-Foot 
Poles, see their website on MySpace.com: http://
profile.myspace.com/index.cfm?
fuseaction=user.viewProfile&friendID=155118234  

      
 
                  Saturday, February 28, 8-10 p.m.                               
                        Doors open at 7:30 p.m. 
                    Light refreshments for sale 
           Interfaith Center for Spiritual Growth 
                   704 Airport Boulevard 
                    Ann Arbor, MI 48108 
                          734-327-0270 
                   cafe704@gmail.com or     
                      www.interfaithspirit.org 
 
                        Cost: $8 for one ticket, $15 for two 
                           Refreshments will be for sale 
 
                    Contact: 734-327-0270 or cafe704@gmail.com    



 
 

 
· SHARING BREAD/BUILDING COMMUNITY: Varying preferenc es, a) having a silent sharing time and b) hav-

ing it at a different time during the service as it seems to break the flow. 
· DINNER FOR EIGHT: General interest to continue. Sue Booker offered to take on the task of managing the sign-ups 

and Joy offered to assist. Susan King also shared information about the new Interfaith Roundtable Dinner’s which are 
designed to have persons of different faiths share dinner (or lunch) and discuss topics from their faith perspective. Bro-
chures with further details are available at the Center 

· KITCHEN HELP: Cathy DeLauter is organizing the weekly sign-ups for help in the kitchen. More help is needed! 
There is a list of tasks and instructions for making the coffee and setting up for Sunday service. 

· NEWSLETTER: a) Question raised regarding the oversight of the content of the newsletter. Heide reported that she 
has Sally, Esther and Cathy read the newsletter before it is posted on the web. When there is doubt about the appropri-
ateness of the content, Heide relies on these to offer advice. b) Copies are made for the welcome packets and several 
copies are usually available at the Center. Additional copies will be considered. 

· LENGTH OF SERVICE, ANNOUNCEMENTS & START TIME:  the service often starts late, because there are 
very few people in the sanctuary at 10:45. Announcements, readings and meditations are sometimes too long,  they 
should each be 3-5 minutes. The result of this is that the lesson gets cut short and the open mic time is limited. Or it 
means running overtime. Some folks may need to leave before the end of the service. Also, this creates a problem with 
the youth ed program as the children are ready and the service is still going on. Ideas:  Start the service on time no mat-
ter how many people are sitting in the sanctuary. Have the greeters let people know the service is starting. Ring the 
bowl at the door to call people to the start of the service. Announcements-place in bulletin and in newsletter. Write 
them on a board at the door on Sunday morning. Shorten announcements (30 – 60 seconds) reduce the number of de-
tails. Have one person read off all the announcements. No need to announce recurring things every week-maybe every 
other week or once a month. Readings/Meditations: Limit to 3-5 minutes.  

· A NEW IDEA FROM SUSAN KING: Susan is putting together a program called the Nautilus Mind that will help 
people work together to shift from their linear to spiral thinking, or using the more ancient concepts in a circle of love. 
Susan has a farm on 36 acres, and a huge old dairy barn that needs some work. Her visions is that this program and her 
membership in this community will somehow co-mingle and the barn will transform itself into a meeting and retreat 
center that will be available for members of this community to do workshops and retreats, etc. Joanna would like to 
offer a circle of support at the Center on a weekly basis. The purpose would be to get together and talk and listen to one 
another in a safe, confidential setting.  This led to discussion of the purpose of the Spiritual Guidance Group and the 
procedure for making proposals for classes, workshops, support groups, etc. 

· FUN: A suggestion for more social activities was proposed such as a camping trip at Lake Michigan or elsewhere. 
· LISTENING TODAY:  “ This is the story of a community that is growing within its own success. I remember days 

when we could have stood in each other’s pocket, now we are starting to scrunch into this big room, growing from a 
family size vision to a community size vision. Keep reminding us that we are growing and what a great thing that is. 
About starting and stopping, some form of music as the signal for the start has been going on since ancient time, some 
sort of sound calls us into sacred space, used since forever, not something that we have traditionally used as part of our 
services, if you gong, they will come. Some sort of note or music or song that signals everyone to come in. 

· NOTIONS ABOUT OUR MISSION: Do we need a policy that addresses the decision making process and guidelines 
for what activities fit with our mission statement? New age activities seem to be trend and are moving away from New 
Thought. It seems that things are sanctioned defacto. What do we sanction or not sanction.  If people are renting space 
to pursue their business, then it needs to be clear that’s what it is and not necessarily part of Interfaith. 

· BOARD OPENINGS: Sally noted there are three board openings.  
 

Interfaith Center for Spiritual Growth Quarterly Co nversation in Community 
January 18, 2009 

There were 30 in attendance at the recent QCC (Quarterly Conversation in Community). We had a lively and open 
discussion on a number of topics generated by those present. Cathy DeLauter opened the session with a prayer and 
Sally Searls facilitated the process. 


